Raising staff awareness
of Children’s Rights
and the UNCRC
‘How to’ meet the
EIF/ALEC grant objective
‘Webinar’ discussion 18 Jan 2017
facilitated by Sarah Stewart,
Children’s Rights and Wellbeing Unit.

Introductions
Tam Baillie
Children and Young People’s Commissioner for Scotland
Juliet Harris
Director, Together Scotland
UNCRC

Purpose today
• Hear from Tam and Juliet
• Improve your understanding of children’s rights, and
why we have a children’s rights objective
• Remind ourselves about the children’s sector
‘Common Core’ values and best practices
• Exchange good practice ideas about staff awarenessraising
• Place your funded project in the context of realising
children’s rights, and also within Scotland’s on-going
reporting cycle to the UNCRC

Timings
00:00
00:05
00:10
00:15
00:20
00:25

Log on/ technical checks/contingency
Purpose, Introductions, Existing source material
‘What?’ and ‘Why?’ w.r.t. Children’s Rights
Role of ‘Common Core’ for children’s work force
Practical ideas for awareness–raising
First set of online Qs/comments

00:30 Examples from grant reporting to date
00:35 Second set of online Qs/comments
00:40 Outcomes and Next Steps
00:45 Thanks and Feedback

Existing sources
•
•
•
•
•
•

SG Children’s Rights Pages
EIF/ALEC links – also to above
CYPCS (ie Children’s Commissioner)
Together Scotland
Children’s Parliament
Scottish Youth Parliament

‘... all staff in your organisation who are delivering work with this
funding will be made aware of the United Nations Convention on
the Rights of the Child and children’s rights. We will ask for
confirmation that this has been done at the time of your first
annual report in April 2017…’

All children have the same rights as adults under human rights
treaties, and the UNCRC articulates these rights within the
framework of children’s lives/ experiences. It also recognises
‘evolving capacities’ i.e. the need to take into account the
child’s capacities to exercise rights on their own behalf.

‘What’ and ‘why’?

THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Best Interests

Survival and
development

Non-Discrimination

Participation

Rights-holders and
duty bearers

Taken from ‘Getting it Right’ by Save the Children

Common Core
Values and Skills
Relationships with
children, young
people (CYP) and
families

1. Recognise that
3. Help identify and 5. Be aware of how
the needs and
work with the needs CYP develop, seek
strengths of CYP and and strengths in
to understand
families are unique parents, carers and vulnerability and
and will be
their networks in
promote resilience
influenced by their the interests of CYP
6. Understand
environment,
for whom they care
appropriate child
backgrounds and
4. Ensure CYP and protection
circumstances
families understand procedures and act
2. Understand your what information
accordingly
impact on CYP and will be kept in
7. Consider the
families and how
confidence; and why
needs and potential
they might perceive some information
risks for each CYP in
you. Adapt your
from or about them
the context of
tone, language and may be shared
where they live,
behaviour to suit
their relationships
the circumstances
and their wider
world

8. Include CYP and
families as active
participants,
listening to them,
offering choices
9. Explain decisions
and ensure CYP and
families fully
understand them
and their
implications,
especially if the final
decision isn't what
they hoped for
10. Keep CYP &
families informed of
progress

Staff awareness–raising
… in practice …
• Coffee time chats
• Including in existing staff meetings or events
• Asking folk to do the 10 mins CR awareness training
on the SG website
• Including a children’s rights item on your website
• Using your work email ‘electronic signature’ to
highlight children’s rights, or the Common Core
• Keep it simple and/or part of the everyday!

 First set of online Qs and comments

Question 1:
We work with families affected by vulnerabilities i.e. poor mental health,
substance misuse, parental imprisonment and adversity i.e. poverty,
discrimination.
How do parents human rights interface with children's rights? Do any take
precedence?

Reporting outcomes
• Describing outcomes
• Cycle of grant reporting
• Scotland’s on-going reporting cycle to the
UNCRC

 Second set of online Qs and comments

Question 2:
We get enquiries from parents asking us, what are my child's rights with
regard to a certain issue or challenge they are facing, rather than them
asking what are my rights. The challenge for us and parents is helping
parents make the connection between the rights and the practice on the
ground they face.

Any thoughts from the panel in making the connections so the rights are
not so abstract?

Question 3:
As GIRFEC Development Advisor, part of my role is to share tools and
information with the Church of Scotland as a whole on Children's
Rights.
Are there any templates for useful training tools that we can use, and
what are the main aims in 2017 to continue to embed the Children's
Rights?

Closing remarks
• Closing remarks by Tam and Juliet
• Helpful? Any specific follow-up that you need?
• For 2016 – 17 funding year:

 Would another webinar on children’s rights be
useful? On what?
 Who would you like to hear from? How can we
target content better?

Thanks
Tam Baillie
Children and Young People’s Commissioner for Scotland
www.cypcs.org.uk
Juliet Harris
Director, Together Scotland
www.togetherscotland.org.uk
And especially…
All CYPFEIF & ALEC funded listeners and contributors
The Scottish Government facilitator today was:
Sarah Stewart, Children’s Rights and Wellbeing Unit, 0131 244 0253
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/People/Young-People/families/rights
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Sarah Stewart
Children’s Rights and Wellbeing
Unit
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