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Scottish Government Drug Services Support –  

Local Support Fund – Micro Grants 

Frequenty Asked Questions 

 

Questions about eligibility 

We are a new organisation with no accounts available. Can we still apply? 

These funds are for organisations that are currently delivering services and not for start up costs.  If 
you are not constituted or are not currently operational, you can contact Scottish Recovery 
Consortium who may be able to help with start-up costs.  Please email 
amy@scottishrecoveryconsortium.org to discuss further. 
 

The people we work with are affected by drug and alcohol problems – can we 

apply? 

These funds are specifically for work to support people with drug problems and their families. We 

understand that this may involve supporting a range of issues but the predominant factor must be 

someone’s drug use. 

We deliver lots of different projects in our community, but not all of them are for 

people who use drugs. Can we apply? 

Yes, you can apply for the project you deliver which is focused on supporting people who use drugs 

and their families. 

 

The charity I work with is not registered with OSCR (Office of the Scottish Charity 

Regulator), but with the Charity Commission in England and Wales. Can we still 

apply? 

If you are operating in Scotland as a charity, we expect you to be registered with OSCR.  For the 

Micro Local Support Fund, constituted groups are welcome to apply and they do not need to be 

registered with OSCR.   
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Will you accept an application to the Local Support Fund – Micro Grants from an 

organisation that had an income of over £50,000 in the last year because of unusual 

circumstances? 

If the income is skewed in one year only because of something like a one-off capital project, then 

yes, you can apply and explain the position when completing the application.  This fund is 

particularly aimed at smaller organisations working locally.  

What do you mean by ‘lived experience’? 

By ‘lived experience’ we mean people who have first-hand knowledge and understanding, gained 

through personal – rather than professional – experience of drug use. 

 

 

General Questions 

We’re making an application for a project we deliver that fits the criteria – can we 

include some core running costs? 

Yes, you can include a reasonable proportion of core running costs that are necessary for the 

project – this is known as full cost recovery. 

Do we have to start using the funding right away?  

We expect work relating to a grant application to start within a few months, as we want funding to 

make an immediate impact.  We expect each year’s funding allocation to be spent within that year. 

What are the reporting requirements? 

We will need a brief update in once a year, after a year of delivery.  Reporting templates will be 

provided. 
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