ANNUAL UPDATE 2020

METHIL

WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING - WHAT WE'VE LEARNED

Methil Community Childrens Initiative.
A natural place to grow and thrive.
See Page 4

New Community Hub opening at Wellesley
Parish Church Methil. Spaces to meet, learn
and socialise. Watch this space 2021-22

A place of natural beauty, centering the
community voice. River Leven project
participation, more in 2021

Methil Circle

During the summer, group members met and talked about their feelings
thoughts and experiences of lockdown. We did this creatively by making
art, sculptures, poems and songs. The group wondered if everyone else
in the community had gone through similar things and felt it was
important to leave their lockdown experiences, ideas and memories for
future generations.
After the lockdown the Circle meetings helped us to feel much better by
creating pictures, poems, dancing and having a bit of fun and enjoyment
for everyone! It was what we all really needed.

A lockdown story created by a Circle member named Methilese
During the first lockdown many people found life very difficult and frightening. Life stood still not moving
forwards or backwards, like being stuck in time. Methilese had challenges with mental health with many
thoughts going around in their head. They began to isolate myself and separate from the world.
There were many people in Methil feeling like this but there was no one there to help. Families needed
support and some people were struggling and finding it difficult to cope with the stresses of money, food,
police, prisons, health and family members who were sick. People felt drained and fatigued, like holding on
by a thread. Some thought life would never be the same. Life needed to go back to basics, with everyone
helping one another, families and community.

After a while Methilese started to create crafts and music videos.
They set a goal to clean out and organize the shed where all supplies
and tools were stored. How could it be done? It was not easy to juggle
the time while supporting family members.
People missed friends, social groups and meeting people at the
shops (even people they didn’t know- just being with people!) . Then
the local community co-ordinator called and talked about meeting
up with the Methil Circle group sometime and that massively helped.
It was a god send when coronavirus rules were lifted and community
meetings could start again at our new space at Methil Community
Children’s Initiative .

Song which reflects the feeling
of lockdown

A poem from Methil Circle
We at Methil Circle are a nation standing
tall.
We will fight this virus with glory and
pride.
We won’t let our nation fall down
So come on ..all of us Scots
Lets be brave and give this virus
A good send off!

Friday Coffee Crew reflections on the year
written by a group member

In 2020 the Coffee Crew planned on creating crafts for the Methil
Gala in the summer. Before lockdown started we were just
beginning our craft work using sewing machines, we had made
some bunting and began our work on making peg bags and
aprons.
Then lockdown arrived. We had to pause work but started up our
meetings again in September- changing venues to Methil
Community Children’s Initiative, where some of us also do
knitting nights.
Our first project was very creative making pom poms! Everything
you could imagine, snowmen, wreaths and some of the kids made
lovely pom pom garlands. We were dreaming pom poms!
Next up was the Christmas cards with a lot of shine and glitter
and Denise was adventurous making a lovely rag wreath. In future
we will look for new material and are thinking of making tartan
wreaths. We look forward to getting sewing again- hopefully with
new or used sewing machines and bringing back our past friends
and teachers!
We celebrated birthdays, events and cheered ourselves up with
cakes, home bakes, stories, laughs, lots of tea and coffee and
happy bairns. I think we all realised how it is good to have a little
me time. We are all learning and we help each other and the kids.
Its all really good and we look forward to another busy creative
year.

Methil Community Children's Initiative (MCCI)
Limited schooling
with friends
Our lives NEEDED
community
Space became a
right
We NEEDED each
other

Methilhill Community Children's Initiative (MCCI) is a community led group dedicated
to providing local children and young people with opportunities to play, learn and
grow.
Based within the Methilhill Community Learning Garden, MCCI operate a variety of
programmes including garden based activities, local youth clubs and outreach
sessions to schools and organisations.
MCCI were founded by local parents and community members who wanted to
provide local children with community based experiences. Community spirit together
with meaningful learning is at the heart of everything they do. Children and young
people are strongly involved in the planning of sessions and the development of their
own clubs, and they even have a nominated representative who attends board
meetings to voice their opinions on all matters.

Thoughts from parents (from MCCI facebook page):
"Always great messy fun to be had at the
nature garden. Such a fab place to have in our
local community that just lets kids explore
and be kids which is exactly what they need
during these uncertain times. Love our little
piece of normality at the garden."
"I'm not sure anywhere could compare to this
place. It's where children can just be children.
Where there's no such thing as too muddy too
wet or too risky. In the recent days the garden
has provided the children a safe space when
the world has seemed so scary and different."

"And to the ladies...thank you! Thank you for loving him like your own.
For wiping his tears, rubbing his bumps, cuddling him tight and
carrying a ball of string in your pockets because you know he's going
to be asking for it."
Visitors from Dunfermline Play & Grow
Community Garden came along to MCCI
and shared their thoughts after the visit:
"It was very inspiring to see how the power
of dedication and nature can turn a field of
mud into a beautiful garden and play space.
Under every tree, behind each bush and
over the willow tunnel you can discover
more and more creative solutions and
hidden places to play, learn, or simply
daydream."

History group

Learning and sharing history about Methil and Levenmouth- WEA course
Over the last 2 years, weekly history classes were organised by the Workers Educational Association
(WEA). Community members, WEA and Corra focussed the course on a social and people’s history of
Methil. They believed in the importance of documenting and learning about Methil and Levenmouth
histories in order other’s can shape and build a better future.
Wars, colonial expansion, coal mining, steelworks, factories, the railway, docks and sea played a big part in
the making of a Methil Peoples History. Today the pits, most factories and docks are closed. Fishing
communities are things of the past. But ordinary people are shaped by and continue to make history.
A rich history of community organising and engagement for change
"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the
only thing that ever has. ..Never believe that a few caring people can't change the world" Margaret Meade
From the 1600’s till the 20th century, social networks, community organizations, cooperative movements
and community leaders shaped community development and local pride. Ordinary people made history by
leading and being involved in community decisions at the local council level and in the wider political,
economic and social landscape in Fife, Scotland and the UK.

Community organising against slavery in 1770
In 1765, Manasela Embenka, (9 years old) was purchased for £30 in Grenada by Dr David Dalrymple from
Cupar, a doctor on the slave ships- with no formal training or qualification. In 1768 Dalrymple returned home,
bringing Manasela to Cupar while also doing some business at Methil.
After a year Manasela escaped by walking to Methil docks where a local farmer, Mr Henderson, took
Manasela home to East Wemyss where he worked and boarded. Dalrymple found out and notified the
authorities. In March, 1770, Manasela was arrested and sent to Dysart Tolbooth to await trial. However, the
miners and families of Methil, Buckhaven and the Wemyss villages, bonded slaves to the land until 1799,
quickly organised a collection of money to pay for lawyers to free Manasela. They worked on the case and
before trial at the High Court in Edinburgh, Dalrymple died.
There was no master to sue for Manasela’s continued enslavement. He was freed, had a family and lived in
the East Fife area. Manasela was baptized in East Wemyss church under the name of David Spens (also
name of the minister, who later taught at St Andrews University)

For more information: See article by Dominic J. Currie in Local History Series
KIRKCALDY Compiled by Kate Ewings (pp.68-74, 2001)
Additional info: https://standrewsschoolofhistory.wordpress.com/2020/10/27/thebubble-st-andrews-fife-and-scottish-links-to-slavery/

Co-op Women’s Guilds
The ‘store’ or Co Operative Societies (non-profits) were central in providing
affordable food, clothing and household goods in working class communities
across Fife and Scotland. It was also a social and political movement.
Women’s and men’s guilds were initiated and closely linked with the unions
and the labour/socialist parties beginning in the early 20th century.
Methil and Buckhaven had active guilds which are still in existence although
on a much smaller scale. A member of the history group was an active
member of the Co-Op Women’s Guild - a National working class women’s
movement. They engaged in many political and social campaigns to improve
the working, economic, political, educational, health and social conditions of
working class women, families and communities and also attended annual
conferences as Methil delegates.
Churches also played an important role in community development/social
infrastructure throughout Methil’s history. Church guilds were active
community groups in the community.
Lower Methil Nursery. The first in Fife and one of the few in Scotland!
In 1935 at St Andrew Square, Lower Methil the first community
nursery in Fife was opened! The Paxton Sisters from Lundin Links
organized the nursery with Fife Council and local leaders. In the first
few months 36 local children were enrolled, but in a couple of years
numbers rose to 50 children and a waiting list of 110 children.
It was one of a few nurseries opened in Scotland with full day, childcentred programming- outside and indoors- and providing healthy
meals at a nominal fee ordinary families could afford. It was a jewel
well before it’s time.
This legacy lives on through early years centres across the locality,
mums and tots programs and of course the present Paxton Nursery
named after the sisters from Lundin Links in 1935!
Community organizing in Methil - snippets from our discussions
The Sailors Rest was a hive of community activity during the 1970’s – 1990’s.
Learners researched and shared memories of such programs initiated by
community members: The Youth Club (YOUTHIE), Mums and Tots program,
Pantomimes, the Gala, Pensioners Group and Lunch Program, Gingerbread,
Open University Courses/Classes, Credit Union, Victim Support Group,
Alcoholics Anonymous, Allergy Group, Unemployed Action Group.
The Lower Methil community also organized to vocalize their ideas on the
redevelopment of Lower Methil and Dubbieside. They formed the Levenmouth
Redevelopment Committee.

Vibrant community culture in the 1930's
These are some examples from the vibrant community culture in the 1930’s from the Leven and Wemyss
Advertiser:
Billiards competitions in the Miners Institutes in Buckhaven, Denbeath and Methil
Weekly whist drives at Miners Institute, Methil also with accordionist, music and teas
Co- op men’s guild- discussions on elections, candidates, labour party
Seamen’s Bethel- Talk by Sea Captain who worked for 25 years on ships of British India Company.
Music with Miss Inglis on piano.
Co-Op women’s guild meeting Talk on ‘The Active Progress of the school children’ Weekly meetings
at the Institute
Savoy Skating Rink Methil. Youth skated for 66.5 hrs in the Murray Challenge.
Well know local musician died. He organized operatic and dramatic societies and was an organist and
choirmaster. They travelled throughout Fife
Buckhaven and Methil men’s choir. They are entirely of working men- the majority are miners and all
their expenses paid by their own contributions
Annual miner’s gala’s
Various outings and picnics with young people, families from churches, guides, boys and girls brigade
i.e. Train to Freuchie Kingskettle. Evening Drive to St Andrews.
Members of the history group talk about the 1950's and 1960's
"The Dancing in Leven. The Halls. I remember the hall along Leven Prom that held midnight matinees during
the Summer. The hall is still there. It was called the Beach Pavilion. During the 40’s and 50’s we used to go
to the dancing there instead of Kirkcaldy ."
"And the dancers? Do you remember Spider Higgins? He was a GREAT dancer. I remember him at the
Bowling Green Hall Methil during the 50’s. He was a dancer and boxer from Methilhill. An amazing jiver. He
could jive by himself. I used to love to watch him."

What have we learned together?
Space is incredibly important to enable the community to talk about issues, find comradery, talk about
dreams and solutions, and create plans for change. Community to community conversations are also
important so that folk can explore similar issues/solutions and also differences.
Community organisations networking with one another and talking about community challenges, strengths
and solutions, is essential, from this it emerged that people want to talk about inequalities and
intergenerational issues.
The community of Methil is very creative, imaginative and crafty, it was very evident that people in the
community care about Methil – the people and the place.
Digital tools and group telephone calls have supported meetings during the time of the pandemic. These
provided new ways to reach out to the community and continue engagement and planning for the future.
There is a rich history of community organising in Methil and Levenmouth, which has
been explored by the history group. The hubs of of community organising in the
1970's are still supporting change today.

What happens next?

In 2021 there will be a focus on working alongside young people and families. There is
also the possibility of cross partner working across Levenmouth. Young people will
be at centre of building back better, co-designing, co-developing and co-leading
programs and initiatives.
The co-ordinator will be working to create opportunities for
social, educational, creative and cultural programs which
promote community spirit, leadership, volunteering and
positive mental, social, physical health after lockdown and a
traumatic year.
Intergenerational programming will focus on sharing skills and knowledge across
generations. The co-ordinator will be supporting creative programs to build exhibits,
place making art, sculptures, and street art to celebrate Methil heritage and future.
There will also be a focus on developing opportunities to promote human rights and
political literacies.
Support will be provided for engagement in community planning, as well as programs/initiatives which
promote and protect the beauty and natural environment of Methil and Levenmouth.

People in Place - moving forwards
People in Place continue to work alongside nine communities in Scotland,
supporting local people to connect, collaborate on ideas and take action to create
positive change. The local activity and learning from each community help shape
plans for the place, the wider programme and policy.

Community
Co-ordinator:
Marion Thomson
marion@corra.scot
07923 220818

Coronavirus has brought additional challenges to communities and amplified existing inequalities.
Across each community the themes of participation, voice and space continue to be evident. Similar
challenges were observed across the communities because of coronavirus, including food insecurity,
digital access, and financial concerns.
Within each community, individuals, groups, and organisations responded quickly, coordinating support
to those that required it, through local knowledge, connections, and access to resources. The pandemic
has evidenced the importance and value of communities coming together, having a say in decisions and
control over resources, and opened new relationships with local government. Community Co-ordinators
were able to support local responses by helping to connect community members together with groups
and partner organisations through the relationships established prior to the pandemic. Adaptability in
approach was also key as well as providing support with accessing available funding.
Corra will continue to support communities to connect, share learning, and use their voice to influence
systems and processes. This will require creative approaches that bring communities and partners
together in spaces, whether physical or digital, without barriers to participation so that everyone,
including those furthest from power, can contribute towards building forward better.
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