It’s all about
A Community Consultation in Summer 2018
by Community Coordinator, Iyaah Warren

Stall set up at BRAG / Here Comes Summer family event

Summer is a key time to make contact with people because children and young people are off school
and families are out and about looking for things to do. I took the opportunity of the sunshine during
June and July 2018 to talk to lots of Methil people about their town and their interests. This paper
explains how I planned and conducted a small scale community consultation and how I processed the
findings. A second paper shares the findings, reflects on what the findings mean and discusses progress
and barriers.

The planning phase—how will I attract people and make it meaningful?
I applied for money from Corra Foundation / People in Place Ideas into Action fund to buy some
equipment to attract as many people as possible to my stall: a hanging rail and PVC pockets to display
photos, posters and bulletins about what’s on in Methil; an ‘A’ board to advertise the stall and a free
prize draw; £160 for 4 Iceland vouchers, one for each venue; small prizes for children; and professional
colour printing costs.
I designed a colourful A4 document (see P3&4) which was the entry form for the free prize draw for a
£40 Iceland gift voucher and other prizes such as a cut and blow dry, toiletry gift sets and a Yankee
candle. I asked 3 positive questions:


What do you like about Methil



What’s your favourite place in Methil, and



What would you most like to see happening in Methil.

I left a space below the questions for people to write their own ideas so the results are not the result of
multiple choice options. Below that was a list of 15 activities such as Guitar class, Jewellery making, Mums’
coffee club and I asked people to circle all the activities they would be interested in.

Consultation document
attached to clipboards so that
people have a firm surface to
write on and the sheets don’t
blow away in the wind!

Running stalls at events
I set up a stall at (1) Methil Gala Day on 16th June, (2) BRAG’s
new Social Enterprise Centre Here Comes Summer event on 6th
July, (3) Sailor’s Rest Community Centre’s Sausage Sizzle on
17th July and, (4) Methil Community Centre’s Welcome Day on
19th July. The free prize draw was a great success and I was
very happy with 137 completed sheets with the vast majority
of people allowing me to keep hold on their contact details.
My grateful thanks to everyone who took part and contributed
their helpful comments.

Volunteer Mary on the stall at Methil Gala Day

Processing the findings
I gave each consultation participant a number and I typed up all the comments to each question with
that number so that if I want to find all the people who said they like the views in Methil, I can. I then
colour coded each comment according to emerging themes to make them easier to find (see figure 1)
and grouped similar comments together according to the theme the comments talked about (see figure 2). Finally, I made an excel spreadsheet of names, contact details and activity preferences.
Figure 1 Q1. What do you like about Methil?

Figure 2 What do you like about Methil?

1. Nil

Results

2. Fun

1. Nice, friendly people

3. Quiet; the people

3,8,12,16,22,24,29,30,32,34,36,38,39,45,60,63,68,69,78,80,83,85,88,90,8
4,85,
97,98,103,104,106,109,110,119,121,127,128,129,131,132,133,135,137

4. Going to the park
5. Nursery

(total comments 43)

6. The view

2. Good places and things to do

7. Stayed here 67 years – quite happy in
Methil. Things have changed so much
over the years
8. Community spirit, friendly, if anyone
needs a bit of help they get it

4,5,9,13,14,19,20,23,31,35,44,46,49,51,56,58,65,67,71,75,76,79,86,98,10
0,101,102,103,105,107,112,113,115,117,120,122,125,129,130
(total comments 39)
Etc.

Etc.

A huge task … did I need to do all that? Definitely. Consultations need to be meaningful, the findings
need to the processed professionally, thought about seriously and then they need to be acted on.
My job is to make connections with people with an interest in making positive change. If I am serious
about attracting their attention, I need to make sure I gather and process data in a way that allows me
to target information and opportunities to people and keep in touch with them.
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Would you be interested in trying any of these activities?
(Please circle ALL the ones you might be interested in)

Please turn over…

The prize draw will be made at the end of today’s event.
Please give us your name and a contact email address / phone number so
we can contact you if you win a prize.

May we keep your name and contact details so that we can tell you about
activities, projects and events in Methil?
We will not share your contact details with anyone else.
Please

the appropriate box below to show whether or not you want to

receive information from Corra Foundation.

want to receive information from Corra Foundation about activities, projects and events in Methil.
want to receive information from Corra Foundation about
activities, projects and events in Methil.

Once every two years we will contact you to check whether you still want
us to send you information about Methil. You can withdraw your consent
at any time by contacting us by phone or email.
Please get in touch with Iyaah on 07860 855023 or iyaah@corra.scot or
www.facebook.com/PlaceMethil
Or contact Corra Foundation on 0131 444 4020 or by email
hello@corra.scot You can find our Privacy Notice on our website.
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